Cantilevered fixed partial dentures in a geriatric population: preliminary report.
This study has shown that treatment with distally extending cantilever fixed partial dentures is a favorable alternative to treatment with removable partial dentures in elderly patients with reduced dentition. In patients with anterior teeth and one or two premolar teeth remaining in the mandible, sufficient occlusal stabilization for a maxillary complete denture was provided by a two- or three-unit cantilever fixed partial denture. A pronounced improvement in chewing function and stability of the maxillary denture was expressed, even by patients who were previously well adapted to wearing removable partial dentures.